
Orofino
 Beleza 2020

THE VINEYARD This signature Bordeaux style blend from Orofino comes from our Home 
Vineyard and our neighbour’s vineyard owned by Cheryl and Lee 
Hendsbee. Both vineyards sit on the Cawston Bench. The vines range from 
13 years old to 31 years old. Small blocks of each of the Bordeaux 
varietals exist on each site on both self- rooted and grafted vines. Both 
our 6 acre property and the Hendsbee Vineyard have nice rich sandy 
loam soil for 2 to 6 feet in depth depending on which part of the 
vineyard you are in. This sits on top of what seems to be endless gravel 
and/or river rock. The result is a moderately vigorous site with great 
drainage. There is an interesting seam of less fertile soil that runs 
through parts of the vineyards that makes noticeably different 
conditions for the vines. 

The Vintage 2020 was certainly one of the best growing seasons we have ever seen. 
There were no extremes in any sort of way and the grapes were given 
every opportunity to ripen fully and we picked each block at their 
optimum flavour profile.

WINEMAKING 
NOTES

The grapes were hand harvested and then gently destemmed and lightly 
crushed into one ton open top fermenters where they were hand 
punched 2 times per day until completion of fermentation. The wine was 
then pressed straight to new, and older French barriques. Each varietal 
lot was kept separate and then aged carefully for 20 months before 
blending, racking and bottling (unfiltered). Only the best barrels were 
included in the final blend. No fining was used. Minimal intervention is 
the key to the development of this wine. It is a true reflection of our 
terroir. The blend includes Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc 
and Petit Verdot. 

TECHNICAL 
STUFF

40% Merlot  40% Cabernet Sauvignon  

10% Cabernet Franc  10% Petit Verdot

TA: 6.2 g/l.            pH 3.73                 RS: 1.5 g/l.           alc: 14.1% 

TASTING NOTES

RECOGNITIONS

Rich black fruits mixed with spicy notes and classic Similkameen 
minerality. Always unfined and unfiltered to best show off our terroir. 
This is classic Similkameen with dusty tannins and an elegant, long 
finish. Drinkable now but will age gracefully. Drink 2024-2035 
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